In a recent volume of the Society's Transactions there appears an elaborate paper on Congenital Obliteration of the Bile-ducts, by Dr John Thomson.
In this paper he has collected all the published cases, dividing them into two groups, the first including the larger number, where the passage of bile into the duodenum was impossible owing to obliteration of some part of the bile-ducts; the second group including a smaller number of cases where the bile-ducts, although permeable,
were not sufficiently so as to permit of the passage of bile during life.
The following are the notes of a case coming under this latter group, of interest from the condition of the common bile-duct causing obstruction to the passage of the bile. Matilda Chisholm, aged 3 months and 4 days, was brought to the out-patient department of the Dundee Royal Infirmary when 2\ months old, on account of persistent yellowness of the skin, which the mother stated had been noticed since birth. At first the yellowness was most marked on the chest and abdomen, but five weeks after birth the conjunctivae were noticed to be also affected.
The father, a millworker, has always enjoyed good health, and denies having had any form of venereal disease.
The mother, who has had two children, appears to be healthy, has had no miscarriages, and except for a sore throat during her first pregnancy at the fourth month, her health has always been good.
The other child, a boy 14 months old, is perfectly healthy, has had no symptoms suggestive of congenital syphilis; had jaundice for two or three days after birth.
During her second pregnancy the mother enjoyed good health; the child was born at full time, and her labour was uncomplicated.
At birth the child was considered small, and from the first day the skin was noted to be very yellow. There was never any haemorrhage from the umbilicus nor from the bowels, mouth, or nose.
It was bottle-fed, and had occasional attacks of vomiting. There never were symptoms suggestive of congenital syphilis.
When seen for the first time it was noted to be very emaciated, and the skin had a yellow-green colour, the conjunctivse being likewise affected. The duration of life (3| months) is longer in this than in the other published cases, which may be accounted for by the complete absence of hemorrhages.
The case further shows, as Dr Thomson has pointed out, the close resemblance between those cases with pervious ducts and those where the obliteration is complete.
